





























































































we made our movements in convoy without apprehension, a
method we discontinued during subsequent movements in
the vicinity of the German border.

Meticulous care was always given to maintaining a guard
detail among our own enlisted personnel, armed with carbines.
In friendly territory the inhabitants were given to wandering
around the installation, usually out of curiosity or good will,
but sometimes with mischievous intent. Prisoners of war,
used for labor, were guarded by our own personnel. When
we established ourselves in Eupen an alert guard around the
area was necessary since we were among German speaking
and indoctrinated civilians.

Occasional flying bombs fell in the Eupen area but very
few casualties were sustained by military personnel. The
billet of our Commanding Officer suffered serious damage
from one such incident. Not until the start of the German
counter offensive did the unit find itself under fire of enemy
air and ground elements. With news of this offensive our
prisoners of war were evacuated and all personnel restricted
to the hospital area. At 0530 hours, 16 December 1944 the
town of Eupen came under intense enemy artillery fire,
presumably from 88 mm weapons. One shell burst about
10 yards from the building which housed our shock and pre-
operative wards. An intervening stone wall fortunately caught
most of the blast and fragments. No damage resulted to
the hospital. At 2330, 17 December 1944 a gasoline dump to
our immediate east was hit by a stick of “fire” bombs falling
from 150 to 180 yards of our hospital. High explosive bombs
then fell within 60 yards of the northwest corner of the
hospital. The concussion was severe. All windows were
blown out, the lighting system disrupted, and corridors, ward
floors, and beds were littered with debris.

According to our previous S.O.P. personnel not on duty
were in the basement and shelters during the bombardment,
and those on duty stayed with their patients. - All personnel
assisted with immediate evacuation of the 166 patients to
the basement and shelters. An emergency surgery was
promptly set up in one of the basement shelters. The con-
duct of all personnel was exemplary and determined primarily
by needs of the patients. There were no casualties and no
undue excitement whatever among personnel and patients,
an astonishing fact in view of the extensive damage which
was evident the following morning.
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Bomb fragments and blast caused most damage to the
north side of the hospital. The walls of the wards on that
side, the Registrar’s office, Laboratory and Pharmacy showed
evidence of splinter damage and cannon fire. The ceiling of
the nurses' quarters, shock and preoperative wards showed
evidence of machine-gun fire. The entire hospital was filled
with miscellaneous rubbish; plaster, glass, screens. An in-
cendiary container, type ABB 500, was found in front of the
mess hall; unexploded candle flares in the storeroom; and
an unexploded 50 kg phosphorus bomb in the street facing
the hospital.

Two precautionary measures, as well as extreme good
fortune, seemed to have prevented injury to patients. Blankets
had been used as black-out screens and barred or arrested
the flisht of some fragments; at the beginning of the attack
beds were pushed to the center of the wards. ‘

The day following, 18 December, all patients were eva-
cuated and repairs started. Enemy air activity continued but
was almost always in the form of observation and occasional
strafing of road junctions. On 19 December the Surgeon's
office directed us to dismantle the hospital and prepare all
equipment for loading. During the night, flares, but no bombs
were dropped. On 20 December at 1000 hours a retrograde
movement to our new area in Huy, Belgium was begun.
Forty-five 2'/2-ton trucks had been dispatched by infiltration
and many had already arrived at Huy, when First Army ordered
all vehicles to return to Eupen, unload, and proceed imme-
diately to Malmedy, Belgium, to assist in evacuation of the
First Army Medical Depot and the 44th and 67th Evacuation
Hospitals. Four Medical and two Medical Administrative
Corps officers were also requested by Corps; they left at
2000 hours.

The following morning, 21 December, the officer dis-
patched to Malmedy with a detail of 42 enlisted men returned
to report three of his men missing. All were subsequently
accounted for, two having been evacuated for wounds caused
by enemy machine-gun fire. Only one vehicle was seriously
damaged by gun fire.

We again prepared to receive patients. The excitement
had abated and only our own batteries of heavy artillery
about 1Y miles from the hospital were active. On 22 De-
cember we admitted 218 patients and remained open to
patients until Christmas day. Our motor officer on detached
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